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which they were bound by all that was sacred to obey.
Then the man who, himself believing this as thoroughly
as any, should in all good faith interpret for the others
the rustling of the mystic boughs into a code of morality
far higher than any at present adopted, would do an
immense service to the community, in spite of the fallacy
on which his reasoning would be based. And in time to
come it might well happen that he would be venerated
for his noble sentiments, and honoured as an intellectual
giant for the ability with which he systematized and
arranged them, while nevertheless the theory of the in-
spiration of the leaves was still held by few or none.
Something similar to the position of this hypothetical
man is in sober reality the position of Grotius. He inter-
preted the untenable theory of a Law of Nature into an
international code far better than any which preceded it;
and those who believe least in his speculative doctrines,
nevertheless revere his name, and hold the practical part
of his work in the highest honour.

The progress of the new principles was clearly shewn
by the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. It was the first of
a series of great international instruments which have
regulated the state system of Europe down to our own
time. It recognized the independence of each separate
state, even within the boundaries of the Empire. The
principles of the territorial character of sovereignty and
the equality of states before the law were involved in the
arrangements that it made. The cruel customs of war-
fare in vogue when Grotius wrote were rapidly super-
seded by the .humaner precepts he laid down. His
appeal to the Christian spirit of mercy and love was not
made in vain. Men came to spurn the immoral sophistry
of Machiavelli, and to believe that there was a rule of